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Today marks the beginning of the season of Advent in 
which Christians prepare for the coming of the Lord and 

his Kingdom. We look to the birth of Christ, but also 
beyond to the 'second coming' at the end time when God 

gathers all things in Christ. 

This Advent Liturgy is an extended meditation - in 
scripmre, poetry, song, prayer and movement - on the 

theme of "light out of darkness". We find this theme in 
the Collect (the special prayer for the day) for Advent 

Sunday, which prays, in St. Paul's words, that we may be 
given grace 'to cast away the works of darkness and to 

put on the armour of light'. 

The service is ledbyclergyin the 

Summertown-Wolvercote Church Partnership: 


Revel Charles Draper 

Vicar rf SI Peter's, Wolwrrole 


Revd Gavin Knight 

Vicar rf Sf Michael's, Smnmertown 


RevelPauline Main 

Minister rf SlImtnerlown URC 


Revel Shoos Show 

Minister 0/ Wolvercow Baptist Church 


The musicis ledby the Duomo Singers anda joint 

Summertown-Wolvercote Church Partnership choir, 

conductedbyDavid Bannister, Director ofMusic at 


St Peter.<;. Thankyou to all of them. 
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Please remain seated as the clergy and choir enter. The 
lights go out and we focus on the Paschal Candle. This 
candle is first lit at dawn on Easter Sunday as a symbol 
of the life andlight of Christ's resurrection overcoming 
the darkness of death. 

Minister: 
Let us be still together in the presence of God. 

We spend a few moments in silent reflection. 

MInister: 
Blessed are you, Sovereign God, creator of light and 

darkness, to you be gloJ:y and praise fot ever. 

As evening falls, you renew your promise 

to reveal among us the light of your presence. 

May your word be a lantern to our feet 

and a light upon our path 

that we may behold your coming among us. 

Strengthen us in our weakness 

and free our tongues to sing your praise. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 


The Duomo SIngers sing: 
CANITETUBA 

Musk: Francisco Guerrero (1528w99) 

Blow the trumpet in Zion, for the day of the Lord is nigh. 
Lo, He comes to our salvation. . 
The crooked shall be made straight, and the tough ways' ':\. 
plain. Come, Lord, and do not delay. ."-\;') 
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Minister: 
Now it is rime for us to wake out of sleep, for salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. It is far on in the 
night; day is near. Let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness and puton the armour of light The grace and peace 
of God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
and also with you. 

My brothers and sisters, we enter today the solemn season of 
Advent in which the Church bids us prepare to celebrate the 
coming of Christ; a coming that we recall in the Child of 
Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the gift of his 
Spirit, in the bread of the Eucharist, in the joy of human lives 
that are shared; a coming we wait for when God gathers up all 
things in Christ. 

Let us in this holy season reflect on the coming of Christ who 
brings light to the world. Let us leave behind the darkness of 
sin, walk in the light that shines on our path, and renew within 
ourselves the hope of glory to which he beckons us. 

And as we turn again towards the light, let us have on our 
hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darlUless and 
despair. Let us pray that they too may be illumined by Christ 
who is OUI light. 

The mst of the nine candles on the candle standis lit. 
We pky silently, after which the minister draws our 
prayers together in the CoUect ofAdvent Sunday. 
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Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of 
Darkness and to put on the armour of light, now in the time of 
this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we may 
rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

We stand to sing: 
Hills of the North, rejoice, 

echoing songs arise, 

hail with united voice; 

him who made earth and skies: 

he comes in righteousness and love, 

he brings salvation from above. 


Isles of the southern seas, 

sing to the listerung earth, 

carry on every breeze 

hope of a world's new birth: 

in Christ shall all be made anew, 

his word is sure, His promise true. 


Lands of the East, arise, 

he is your brightest morn, 

greet him with joyous eyes, 

praise shall his path adorn: 

the God whom you have longed to know 

in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 
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Shores of the utmost Weat, 

lands of the setting sun, 

welcome the heavenly guest 

in whom the dawn has come: 

he brings a never-ending light 

who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 


Shout, as you journey on, 

songs be in evety mouth; 

10, from the N otth they come, 

from Eaat, and West and South. 

in Jesus all shall find their rest, 

in him the sons of earth be blest. 


Please sit down 

REFLECTION 
From the Confessions ofSt Augustine X27 
translated byMads Bou/ding 
Late have I loved you, Beauty so ancient and so new, late have 
I loved youl Lo, you were within, but I outside, seeking there 
for you, and upon the shapely things you have made I rushed 
headlong, I, misshapen. You were with me, but I was not 
with you. They held me back far from you, those things 
which would have no being were they not in you. You called, 
shouted, broke through my deafness; you flared, blazed, ban
ished my blindness; you lavished your fragrance, I gasped, 
and now I pant for you; I tasted you, and I hunger and thirst; 
you touched me, and I burned for your peace. 
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The Duomo Singers andPartnership Choir sing: 
ADAMLAYYBOUNDEN 
Music: Philip Ledger (1937*2012) 

1. Adamlay ybounden, 3. Ne had the apple taken been, 
Bounden in a bond; The apple taken been, 
Four thousand wintet, Ne had never our ladie, 
Thought he not too long. Abeen heav'ne queen. 

2. And all was for an apple, 4. Blessed be the time 
An apple that he took. That apple taken was, 
As cletkes finden, Thetefore we moun singen. 
Written in their book. Deo graciasJ 

FIRST READING Genesis 1.1·5 

We stand to sing: 
Hark. what a sound, and too divine for hearing, 

Stirs on the earth and trembles in the ait! 

Is it the thunder of the Lord's appearing? 

Is it the music of His people's prayer? 


Surely He cometh, and a thousand voices 

Shout to the saints and to the deaf and dumb; 

Surely He cometh, and the earth rejoices, 

Glad in His coming Who hath sworn, "I come." 


So even I, and with a pang more thrilling, 

So even I, and with a hope more sweet, 

Yearn for the sign, 0 Christ, of Thy fulfilling, 

Faint for the flaming of Thine advent feet. 
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Yea, through life, death~ through sorrow 
and through sinning, 

He shall suffice me, for He hath sufficed; 
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning, 
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ. I 

Please sit down 

SECOND READING Isaiah 45.4-8 

The Duomo Singers and Partnership Choir sing: 
PREPARE YE THE WAY 
Music: MichaeJ WIse (1648-87) 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, Make sttaight in the desert a 
highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted and every 
mOWltain shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made 
straight and the rough places shall be made plain. And the glory 
of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together. 
And the voice said cry, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and 
the goodliness thereof is as a flower that is in the field. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but the word of the Lord 
shall stand fast furever. 0 Zion. that b1'ir:!gest glad tidings, get 
thee up into the mOWltains. 0 Jerusalem, that bringest glad tid
ings, lift up thy voice with strength and say Wlto Judab, behold 
thy God. 

THIRD READING Baruch 4.36-5.6 

We stand to sing: 
Awake, awake, fling off the night! 
for God has sent a glorious light, 
and we who live in Christ's new day 
must works of darkness put away. 
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Awake and rise, like those renewed, 

those with the Spirit's power endued. 

The light of life in us must glow, 

and fruits of truth and goodness show. 


Let in the light; all sin expose 

to Christ, whose life no darkness knows. 

Before his cross for guidance kneel; 

his light will judge and, judging, heal. 


Awake, and rise up from the dead, 

and Christ his light on you will shed. 

Its power will wrong desires destroy, 

and your whole nature fill with joy. 


Then sing for joy, and use each day. 

Give thanks for everything alway. 

Uft up your hearts! with one accord 

praise God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Please sit down 

FOURTH READING 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

The Duomo Singers and Partnership Choir sing: 
THE TREE OF liFE MY SOUL HATH SEEN 
Music: Elizabeth Poston (1905-87) 
The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 
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The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green: 
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Quist the apple tree. 

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree. 

I'm weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 


This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 

It keeps my dying faith alive; 

Which makes my soul in haste to be 

With Jesus Christ th~apple tree. 


FIFTH READING John 3.16-21 

wc stand to sing: 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

Once the Lamb for sinners slain: 

Thousand thousand saints attending, 

Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia! Alle1uia! Alleluia! 

Christ appears on earth to reign. 
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Every eye shall now behold Him, 

Robed in dreadful majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing 

Shall the true Messiah see. 


Those dear tokens of His passion 

Still His dazzling body bears; 

Cause of endless exultation 

To His ransomed worshippers; 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 

Gaze we on those glorious scats! 


Yea, Amen! let all adore Thee, 

High on Thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, 

Claim the kingdom for Thine own; 

o come quickly! 0 come quicklyl 0 come quickly! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

Please sit down 
POEM 
The Bright Field byR. S. Thomas (1913-2000) 
I have seen the sun break through to illuminate a small field 
for a while, and gone my way and forgotten it 
But that was the pearl of great price, the one field that had 
treasure in it. I .realize now that I must give all that I have 
to possess it Life is not hur.rying on to a .receding future, no.r 
hankering after an Unagllied past. It is the turning aside like 
Moses to the miracle of the lit bush, to a brightness 
that seemed as transitory as your youth once, but is the ete.rnity 
that awaits you. 
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The Duomo Singers sing: 
BEHOLD, 0 GOD, OUR DEFENDER 
Music: Hcrbert HoweHs (1892-1983) 
Behold, 0 God our defender and look upon the face of thine 
Anointed. For one day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

THEPRAYERS 

Minister: . 
Watchful at all rimes, let us pray for strength to stand with 
confidence before our Maker and Redeemer. 

Please sit orkneel for the prayers. 

At the t:I1d, the minister says: 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray for the 
coming of the kingdom in the words Jesus himself taught us: 

AD: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil 

For thine is the kingdom, the power 

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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We stand to sing the hymn: 

Choir: 
o come, 0 come EmmanueU 

Redeem thy captive Israel, 

That into exile mear is gone 

Far from the face of God's dear Son. 


Rijoice! &yoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel 

Men: 
o come, thou Branch of Jessel 
Draw the quarry from the lion's claw; 
From the dread caverns of the grave, 
From nether hell, thy people save. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuelshall come to thee, 0 Israel. 


Women: 
o come, 0 come, thou Dayspring bright! 
Pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night's lingering gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 

Rejoice! Rejoicel Emmanuel .... 

AB: 
o come, thou Lord of Dand's keyl 
The royal door fling wide and free; 
Safeguard fQr us the heavenward road, 
And bar the way to death's abode. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel.... 
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o come, 0 come, Adonar 

Who in thy glorious majesty .. 

From that high mountain clothed with awe 

Gavest thy folk the elder law. 


Rejoice! Rejoice! EmmanueL.. 

Please remain standing 

THE CONCLUSION & BLESSING 

Minister: 	 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel: 
AD.' because He has visited and redeemed His 

people. 
Minister: o Lord Jesus Christ come 
AD: at evening time, with light; 
Minister: and in the moxning, with your glory 
AD: . to guide our feet into the way ·01 peace. 

Minister: 	 Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon 
you, scatte:t: the darlmess from before your path, 
and make you xeady to meet lllril when he 
comes in glory; and the blessing of God 
ahnighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be with you and remain with you always. 
Amen: 	 . 
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We remain standing whDe the Duomo Singers sing: 
BENEDICAMUS DOMINO 
Music: Peter Warlock (1894-1930) 
A boy comes forth, 

Eya, this is our time, 

From the womb of a virgin. 

Glory! Praise I God is 1l1ade man and immortal. 


Without the seed of a man 
,I Eya, this is our time, 


He is born of a virgin. 

Glory! Praisel God is 1l1ade man and immortal. 


Without the means of a man, 

Eya, this is our time, 

He is bom of Mary 

Glory! Praise! God is made man and immortal. 


On this appointed feast, 

Eya, this is our time, 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Glory! Praise I God is made man and immortal. 


SUence is kept for a few moments7 before the clergy and 
choir process out. 

15 



You are invited to stay for a glass of 

muHed wine after the service 


Special services for the SummertoW11* Wo}vercote 

Church Pat'tnership in Advent 


,~,un,~aY,6th December 
3.30pm SerVice in Crdteslcwe Pavilion 


Carols and readingsfor Adl!8nt and Christmas 

Foilowed l?J tea, cake and chat. 


FuB details of the Chtistmas services in our four 

churches are listed on ourjoint Christmas cat'd 


(delivered to everyhouse locally) 

iU1d 011 our websites: 


www.summertown-wolvetcotechurchpattnetship.org 
www.summertownurc.org 

www.stmichaels-summertown.org.uk 
www.stpeterswolvercote.org 

Some matmaJ incl1lded in this service is ropyright. 
© The Archbi.shops' Counczt 2000 
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