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This evening we celebrate the work of the Holy Spirit in our Partnership life 
together. The Holy Spirit encourages our churches to work together creatively 
and flexibly and we hope our service reflects this. Once again, the songs 
reflect our African connections with the Taung link and an offering will be 
taken in support of Christian Aid. The leading of worship is shared amongst 
our members with different voices taking part. Please join in the words in 
bold type. The music is led by a joint Summertown-Wolvercote Church 
Partnership choir and band. 



Welcome     Revd Charles Draper, Vicar of St Peter’s Church 

The congregation will gather in the link before we process into the church 
together singing: 

Leader:  Come Holy Spirit,  
All:   Come Holy Spirit 
Leader:  Come Holy Spirit,  

All:   Come Holy Spirit 
Leader:  Maranatha!  
All:   Maranatha! 
Leader:  Come, Lord, come.  
All:   Come, Lord, come. 

John Bell, arranged by P. Gunstone 
Copyright © 1995 WGRG, Iona Community 

We find our places and throw our flame streamers over the suspended lines 

Gathering 

Voice 1: Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of your people and kindle in us the 
fire of your love 

Voice  2: Be with us Spirit of God 

All: nothing can separate us from your love 

Voice 2:  Breath on us, breath of God 

All: fill us with your saving power 

Voice 2: Speak in us, wisdom of God 

All: bring strength, unity and joy 

(a moment of silence) 

Voice 3: The Lord is here 

All: His Spirit is with us



Prayer of Confession

 
Leader: Spirit of God, 

you are the breath of creation,
the wind of change that blows through our lives,
opening us up to new visions, 
new life in Jesus Christ.

Voices from St Peter’s:

Forgive us our closed minds
which prefer the past
to what you might do with us tomorrow.

Voices from Summertown URC:

Forgive us our closed eyes 
which fail to see the needs of your world
blind to opportunities to serve

Voices from St Michael’s:

Forgive us our closed hands
which clutch our gifts and wealth
for our use alone

Voices from Wolvercote Baptist:
Forgive us our closed hearts
which limit our affections 
to ourselves and our own

All: Spirit of new life, forgive us
and break down the prison walls of our selfishness
that we might be open to your love
and open to serve your world
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen



Offertory Hymn 

An offering for Christian Aid will be taken

All:   Come Holy Spirit Come! 
   Inflame our souls with love, 
   transforming every heart and home 
   with wisdom from above. 
   Let none of us despise  
   the humble path Christ trod, 
   but choose, to shame the worldly wise, 
   the foolishness of God.  

   All-knowing Spirit, prove 
   the property of pride, 
   by knowledge of the Father’s love 
   in Jesus crucified. 
   And grant us faith to know 
   the glory of that sign, 
   and in our very lives to show 
   the marks of love divine. 
    
   Come with the gift to heal 
   the wounds of guilt and fear, 
   and to oppression’s face reveal 
   the kingdom drawing near. 
   Where chaos longs to reign, 
   descend O holy Dove, 
   and free us all to work again 
   the miracles of love. 

   Spirit of truth arise; 
   inspire the prophet’s voice; 
   expose to scorn the tyrants lies, 
   and bid the poor rejoice. 
   O Spirit clear our sight, 
   all prejudice remove, 
   and help us to discern the right, 
   and covet only love. 

   Give us the tongues to speak 
   the word of love and grace 



   to rich and poor, to strong and weak, 
   in every time and place. 
   Enable us to hear 
   the words that others bring, 
   interpreting with open ear 
   the special song they sing. 

   Come Holy Spirit, dance 
   within our hearts today, 
   our earthbound spirits to entrance, 
   our mortal fears allay, 
   And teach us to desire, 
   all other things above, 
   that self-consuming holy fire, 
   that perfect gift of love. 

     M.L. Forster 
Copyright © 1992 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

Offertory Prayer   
    
   We pray together as  
   collectors and givers,  
   worshippers and campaigners,  
   rich and poor united by your Spirit  
   longing for justice and living in joy: 
    
   Together we offer you our gifts,  
   Generous Father God, 
   asking that you might bless them 
   and multiply them  
   for the work of Christian Aid 
   In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. 

Storytelling 

Leader:  As together we speak and listen to God’s Word, let’s be attentive 
to what God is saying to us this evening. 



Narrator: 
When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers were gathered 
together in one place.   Suddenly there was a noise from the sky 
which sounded like a strong wind blowing, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting.  Then they saw what looked like 
tongues of fire which spread out and touched each person there.  
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other 
languages, as the Spirit enabled them to speak. 

 There were Jews living in Jerusalem, religious people who had 
come from every country in the world.  When they heard this 
noise, a large crowd gathered. They were all excited, because all 
of them heard the believers talking in their own languages.  In 
amazement and wonder they exclaimed: 

Crowd Leader: 

 These people who are talking like this are Galileans!  How is it, 
then, that all of us hear them speaking in our own native 
languages?  We are from:  

All:  Parthia, Media, and Elam; from Mesopotamia, Judea, and 
Cappadocia; from Pontus and Asia, from Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, from Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene. 
Some of us are from Rome,  both Jews and Gentiles 
converted to Judaism, and some of us are from Crete and 
Arabia—yet all of us hear them speaking in our own 
languages about the great things that God has done!”   

Narrator: Amazed and confused, they kept asking each other or making fun 
of the believers, saying: 

Crowd Leader:   

 What does this mean? These people are drunk 

Narrator: 
Then Peter stood up with the other eleven apostles and in a loud 
voice he began to speak to the crowd. 

Peter: 
Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, listen to me and 
let me tell you what this means.  These people are not drunk, as 
you suppose; it is only nine o'clock in the morning. Instead, this is 



what the prophet Joel spoke about: 
 
‘This is what I will do in the last days, God says: 

     I will pour out my Spirit on everyone. 

 Your sons and daughters will proclaim my message; 

   your young men will see visions, 

     and your old men will have dreams. 

 Yes, even on my servants, both men and women, 

     I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

     and they will proclaim my message. 

 I will perform miracles in the sky above 

     and wonders on the earth below. 

 There will be blood, fire, and thick smoke; 

     the sun will be darkened, 

     and the moon will turn red as blood, 

     before the great and glorious Day of the Lord comes. 

 And then, whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.’ 

Silence 

Leader:  God says: In those days they will see visions and dream dreams 

In a time of stillness now let’s open our hearts and minds to 
wonder about what we have heard: 

 What is your favourite part of the story? 

 What  is the most important part of the story? 

 What was in the story that was especially for you tonight? 



Dreams and Visions: Our Response 

We hear from those involved in our shared ministry and mission  

We make our own response whilst singing: 

Moto umewaka leo,
Moto ni kazi ya Yesu,
Moto umewaka leo;
Tuimbe hallelujah
moto umewaka!
Tuimbe hallelujah
moto umbewaka!

God’s fire is burning my soul,
God’s fire has come to make me whole,
God’s fire is sweeping through the earth;
Praise God, I’ve got God’s fire 
and it’s burning in my soul!
Praise God yes, hallelujah 
it’s burning in my soul!

East Africa	

Music	Arrangement	copyright	©1993	Geoff	Weaver	



Intercessions & Lord’s Prayer    

All:   Our Father,  
   who art in heaven, 
   Hallowed be thy name, 
   thy Kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread 
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   Lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom,  
   the power and the glory, 
   For ever and ever. Amen. 

Sending out 

Voice 3:  The fruit of the Spirit is love joy and peace 

All:  If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit 

We commission one another by sharing a sign of God’s peace 

Charles?:  May the God of Hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit be with you all, 
this night and always.  Amen 

Voice 1:  We go out into the world 

All:  to walk in God’s light 

  to rejoice in God’s love 

  and to reflect God’s glory. Amen 

 	 	 	



Sending Song 

All:   We are marching in the light of God, 
   We are marching in the light of God. 
   (Repeat) 

   We are marching, marching, 
   We are marching, marching, 
   We are marching in the light of God. (Repeat) 

   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. (Repeat) 
   Siyahamba, hamba, siyahamba, hamba, 
   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. (Repeat) 

   We are living in the love of God... 

   We are moving in the power of God...  
   
   Tr. Anders Nyberg. Copyright © 1990 Wild Goose Publications. 

 Refreshments will be served in the link and accompanied by Fire eating!
  


