
Summertown - Wolvercote Church Partnership  

Covenant Service  
a Celebration and Renewal of the 2007 Partnership Covenant  

 

6 pm 
Sunday 17th May 2015 

Wolvercote Baptist Church 



Our service is led by clergy in the  
Summertown-Wolvercote Church Partnership: 

Revd Viv Bridges 
Curate, St Peter’s Wolvercote 

Revd Dr Rob Gilbert 
Curate in Training ,St Peter’s, Wolvercote  

Revd Gavin Knight 
Vicar of St Michael’s, Summertown 

Revd Pauline Main 
Minister of Summertown URC 

Revd Shona Shaw 
Minister of Wolvercote Baptist Church 

We are also joined by denominational representatives and representatives of 
Churches Together in Oxfordshire. 

Revd Clare Downing 
Moderator of the URC Wessex Synod 

Revd Colin Norris 
Regional Minister 

Southern Counties Baptist Association 
The Ven Martin Gorick 
Archdeacon of Oxford  

Revd Peter Ball 
County Ecumenical Officer  
Revd Dr Martin Wellings 

Chair of Churches Together in Oxfordshire 

The music is led by a joint  
Summertown-Wolvercote Church Partnership choir, 

led by Pete Gunstone. 





Welcome & Call To Worship: 

Leader:   God has made us a people: 
All:    we have been shaped by God’s will.

Leader: Jesus calls us together: 
All:   we meet in Jesus’ name.

Leader: The Spirit binds us together: 
   and leads us into truth.

All:   All people that on earth do dwell, 
   Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
   Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell, 
   Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

   Know that the Lord is God indeed, 
   Without our aid He did us make: 
   We are His flock, He doth us feed, 
   And for His sheep He doth us take. 

   O enter then His gates with praise, 
   Approach with joy His courts unto: 
   Praise, laud, and bless His name always, 
   For it is seemly so to do. 

   For why, the Lord our God is good; 
   His mercy is forever sure; 
   His truth at all times firmly stood, 
   And shall from age to age endure. 

   Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
   Praise Him all creatures here below, 
   Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts; 
   Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

   William Kethe 



Celebrating Partnership Life & Giving Thanks 

Choir:   Alleluia y'in oluwa  
   Alleluia y'in oluwa 
   Oshoon, oshoon,  
   oshoon, oshoon baba 
   Alleluia y'in oluwa 

All:   Alleluia, praise the Lord 
   Alleluia, praise the Lord 
   Praises, high praises now bring to the Lord 
   Alleluia, praise the Lord 

   Songs of joy sing to the Lord 
   Songs of joy sing to the Lord 
   Dancing and singing your praises to God 
   Songs of joy sing to the Lord 

   Beat the drums, sing to the Lord 
   Beat the drums, sing to the Lord 
   Praises, high praises, give thanks to the Lord 
   Beat the drums, sing to the Lord 

   Nigeria 

Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34 &1 Corinthians 12:4-13. 

Sermon:   "Renewing the Covenant - Sharing in Christ." 
   Revd Canon Professor Paul S. Fiddes 

During the hymn a collection will be taken for Christian Aid 

All:   God is here! As we his people 
   meet to offer praise and prayer, 
   may we find in fuller measure 
   what it is in Christ we share: 
   Here, as in the world around us, 
   all our varied skills and arts 
   wait the coming of His Spirit 
   into open minds and hearts 



   Here are symbols to remind us 
   of our lifelong need of grace; 
   here are table, font and pulpit, 
   here the cross has central place. 
   Here in honesty of preaching, 
   here in silence, as in speech, 
   here in newness and renewal 
   God the Spirit comes to each. 

   Here our children find a welcome 
   in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
   here as bread and wine are taken, 
   Christ sustains us as of old. 
   Here the servants of the Servant 
   seek in worship to explore 
   what it means in daily living 
   to believe and to adore. 

   Lord of all, of Church and Kingdom, 
   in an age of change and doubt, 
   keep us faithful to the gospel, 
   help us work your purpose out. 
   Here, in this day's dedication, 
   all we have to give, receive; 
   we who cannot live without you, 
   we adore you! We believe. 

  
   Words: Fred Pratt GreenWords © 1979  
   by Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

Offertory Prayer 



Commitment to Summertown - Wolvercote Church Partnership 
Local Covenant 

please stand, we say together: 
All:   In obedience to the call of Christ,  
   we, the ministers and people of  

   St Michael’s, Summertown,  
   Summertown URC, 
   St Peter’s, Wolvercote, 
   Wolvercote Baptist Church 

   who have shared our Christian life  
   in a variety of ways over recent years,  
   feel a need to show our love for God  
   and for one another  
   by a continuing commitment  
   to act together in doing His will. 

   We confess our Faith in One God, 
   the Father, Creator, 
   the Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour, 
             the Holy Spirit, guiding His Church,  
   the Body of Christ, into all truth. 

Leader:   We rejoice in the riches of the traditions we have   
   inherited and seek to share them more fully with one  
   another in the unity which is the will and gift of God. 

   We seek a deepening of our communion with Christ  
   and with one another. 

   We affirm our underlying unity in Christ and, through  
   our action and pilgrimage together, we aspire to   
   make that underlying unity more visible to the world. 

   Should conflict or disagreement arise within the   
   Partnership every effort will be made to resolve it   
   gracefully. 

All:    We therefore make this commitment  
   to God and to each other.  



   We commit ourselves and our churches – 

a. To continue to co-operate with each other, in search of the unity for  
 which Christ prayed and in common evangelism and service to the  
 world. 

b. To engage in joint worship, prayer and study, so that we may know  
 and value each other and seek God's will for His people. 

c. To work together where appropriate in pastoral, social and   
 evangelistic outreach into our community. 

d.      To monitor progress and co-ordinate decision making about existing  
 and future joint activities and publicity through a meeting three times per 
 year of a Partnership Enabling Group, comprising the ministers and two 
 lay representatives appointed by and from each participating   
 congregation. Where representatives cannot attend the church may  
 send someone in their stead. 

e.  To consult with the other churches over the appointment of new  
 ministers as far as is reasonably possible and consonant with   
 denominational procedures, and to ensure that the relevant church  
 profile sent to prospective candidates includes a copy of the Covenant 
 and a positive statement concerning the existence and nature of the  
 Partnership. 

f. To recognise each other’s Ministers and Eucharist, such that ministers 
 may preside at the Eucharist in the church of a different denomination.  

g.  To hold joint services of Confirmation and Reception into Membership. 

h.  To be known as the Summertown - Wolvercote Church Partnership. 

i.  To review this local covenant no longer than seven years after it has  
 been signed, with the help of one or more external facilitators if  
 considered appropriate. 

SIGNED by Local Clergy, plus two lay representatives of each partner local 
Church and COUNTERSIGNED by official denominational representatives 
and representatives of Churches Together in Oxfordshire. 



After the covenant is signed we declare together: 

All:   Creating and redeeming God, 
we give you thanks and praise. 

   Your covenant of grace
was made for our salvation
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   We come this day
to covenant with you
and with companion disciples:
to watch over each other 

   and to walk together before you
in ways known
and still to be made known.
Pour your Spirit upon us.
Help us so to walk in your ways
that the promises we make this day,
and the life that we live together,
may become an offering of love,
our duty and delight
truly glorifying to you - 

   Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.
This day, we give ourselves again
to the Lord and to each other
to be bound together in fellowship,
and to work together
in the unity of the Spirit
for the sake of God’s mission. 

   In our congregations,
in this local partnership,
we commit all that we have and are
to fulfil God’s purposes of love.



The Peace

Leader: We are the body of Christ.
In the one Spirit we are all baptised into one body.
Let us then pursue all that makes for peace
and builds up common life:

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All: And also with you 

As a sign of covenant, we share the peace with one another. 

All:   Jesus, we remember you  
   as we gather at your table.  
   Jesus, we remember you:  
   you are with us by your Spirit.  

   (adapted from the Taizé community's 'Jesus, remember me') 

The Lord’s Supper 

Leader:   Look, here is the Lord’s Table spread as for a feast 
   Bread for breaking, wine poured for drinking: 
   signs of his love and hospitality, 
   symbols of his life broken, his blood poured out. 
   He is not dead! 
   He is risen and present among us, 
   evidence of God’s covenant grace and promise. 
   So we come in faith to the table, you and I, 
   companions on the journey. 
   Some of us fresh and eager, 
   others weary, in need of nourishment. 
   All of us conscious of our failings. 



Prayer of Confession and Forgiveness 

Leader:   Where we have failed to love, and have loved to hurt: 
All:    Forgive us, and heal us. 

Leader:   Where we have scorned difference 
   and have been indifferent to those in need: 
All:   Forgive us and heal us. 

Leader:  Where we have spoken harsh words to others, 
and have been quick to take offence ourselves: 
All:   Forgive us and heal us. 

Leader:   Where we have prayer and sung about injustice, 
   and have ignored the injustice around us: 
All:    Forgive us and heal us. 

Leader:  Merciful Father, unlike us, you are true to your word. 
   When we cry to you in sorrow and repentance, 
   you hear our cries and are swift to forgive. 
   For your faithful love we praise you. 
All:    Amen. 

All:    Jesus, we remember you…. 

Leader:    

It was the night of the Passover, and Jesus and his friends were   
  sharing supper together. 

While they eating he told them that one of them would betray him.They were 
appalled and protested saying ‘Not I Lord, I would never betray you.’ 

Jesus took some bread, gave thanks, broke it and gave it to them 
saying‘Take this and eat. This is my body.’He took the cup of wine and after 
giving thanks passed it among them saying as they drank ‘this is my blood of 
the covenant. It is poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
I will not drink again until the day comes when I drink with you in my father’s 
Kingdom.’ 

(As the story is told (or immediately after) the person presiding breaks the 
bread and pours the wine.) 

All:    Jesus, we remember you…. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Leader:   Creating and redeeming God, 
   we give you thanks and praise 
   for your covenant of grace: 
   a covenant expressed in sinful people 
   who know forgiveness, 
   the weary who are refreshed, 
   the hungry who are nourished, 
   the captives who are set free 
   and the oppressed who experience liberation. 
   Thank you that you chose to make us  
   a part of your story. 
   Thank you for Jesus Christ 
   who revealed your love in his death and resurrection 
   and who continues to share his life with us 
   through bread and wine. 
   Thank you for sending the Holy Spirit 
   who sustains us in our walk together, 
   helping us to watch over each other, 
   to pray for one another, 
   and to work together for justice and truth. 
   As we eat this bread 
   and drink from the cup, 
   (signs of hospitality and grace), 
   may we be empowered to serve boldly 
   wherever you may call. 
   Accept these prayers 
   and our heartfelt thanksgiving 
   in the name of Jesus Christ.  
All:   Amen. 

All:    Jesus, we remember you…. 

We share bread and wine 

Leader:   The bread 
   One people, one loaf,  
   a sign of our common faith 
   and testimony to the generosity of  
   our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   Take this loaf, food for faith, 
   and feed on it with thanksgiving. 



   The wine 
   One people, one cup,  
   a sign of the new covenant 
   poured out for you and for many. 
   It is a covenant sealed by his blood. 
   When we drink 
   we must be thankful 
   and agree together never to forget. 

   Come now, don’t hesitate, 
   the feast is ready 
   and the Lord himself invites you. 

We eat the bread on receiving it, but wait to drink the wine together 
Whilst bread and wine is shared the choir sings 

   Kwake Jesu nasimama,  
   ndiye mwamba ni salama,  
   ndiye mwamba nisalama,  
   ndiye mwamba ni salalma. 

   Christ's the rock beneath my feet  
   nothing can with him compete. 
   Too much rests on sinking sand,  
   so on solid ground I stand.  

   Some live every day with fear, 
   not perceiving God is near. 
   Jesus lives in every place, 
   God among us, face to face. 

   Our own efforts to be good 
   lead to pride and solitude. 
   From such things we can be freed; 
   God supplies our deepest need. 

   When our life on earth is done, 
   greater life shall be begun; 
   all the best that earth has given  
   shall be bettered yet in heaven. 
   Kenya 



Intercessions & Lord’s Prayer 

All:   Our Father,  
   who art in heaven, 
   Hallowed be thy name, 
   thy Kingdom come, 
   thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread 
   and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
   Lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
   For Thine is the kingdom,  
   the power and the glory, 
   For ever and ever. Amen. 

Announcements 

Sending Blessing 

Leader:   Holy God, 
   we have been nourished  
   and had our thirst quenched, 
   through bread broken and wine poured 
   in thanksgiving for your son Jesus Christ. 
   Send us out  
   to be as generous to those we meet this week, 
   that we might show through word and deed 
   that he is not dead, 
   but risen and present among us,  
All:   Hallelujah! Amen. 



Sending Song 

All:   We are marching in the light of God, 
   We are marching in the light of God. 
   (Repeat) 

   We are marching, marching, 
   We are marching, marching, 
   We are marching in the light of God. (Repeat) 

   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos', 
   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. (Repeat) 
   Siyahamba, hamba, siyahamba, hamba, 
   Siyahamb' ekukhanyen' kwenkhos'. (Repeat) 

   We are living in the love of God... 

   We are moving in the power of God...  
   
   Tr. Anders Nyberg. Copyright © 1990 Wild Goose Publications. 


