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The Partnership Enabling Group 

 

The Partnership Enabling Group (PEG) meets three times a year, to 

oversee and plan the joint work of the four churches in our 

Partnership, and to share news of each church’s own activities. PEG 

has two representatives from each church, plus the clergy, who 

chair the group, passing on the baton each year. PEG is particularly 

grateful to Caroline Harding, who continues as its efficient secretary. 
 

A joint study course on the Beatitudes was held in Lent, and the 

usual Lent Quiet Day was led this year by Partnership ministers Viv 

Bridges, Vivien Edwards and Pauline Main. Thanks again, this time to 

Viv Bridges who organises this helpful Day each year.  
 

During 2018 we were delighted to welcome Fr Elias Tsebeng from 

Taung. Fr Elias spent time with each of our churches, and the 

Partnership service at Pentecost, held at St Peter’s, in which he 

shared, was a real highlight of the visit.  
 

The Climate Justice campaign, an initiative of the FairPlay network, 

was launched during the year. There are fuller reports of the 

Campaign and of Fr Elias’ visit elsewhere in this booklet.  
 

The summer Coffee Café was held this year at St Michael’s, because 

of the planned building works at the URC. It was good to be able to 

use St Michael’s new facilities; attendance was good and the charity 

cake sales successful. The Café will return to the URC in 2019. 
 

During the year PEG discussed a number of “nuts and bolts” matters 

– the website, the possibility of a joint account to make sharing of 

costs simpler, speakers to use with the projector. These discussions 

are continuing! There was also consideration of whether the 

Partnership Christmas Card, which is delivered to homes in the 

area, is cost-effective in these days of electronic communications, 

the consensus being that it still has a useful place and should 

continue.  
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PEG has a valuable role in “making things happen” in our 

Partnership, and in keeping our churches in touch with one another. 

Many thanks to those involved. 
 

Pauline Main 
 

 

Cutteslowe Church Partnership 
 

The main area to highlight for this year’s report is the continuing 

collaborative focus on mission in Cutteslowe, particularly the 

development of a Bishop’s Mission Order (BMO). The BMO is a way 

for Anglican churches to work across parish boundaries under the 

jurisdiction of the bishop, in our case, Steven Croft. The bishop 

assigns a visitor to the scheme (most probably the archdeacon or 

area dean). In our case, the BMO maps out across Cutteslowe to 

the south of the ring road (St Michael’s parish) and the estate which 

lies north of the ring road (St Peter’s parish). So what will be 

distinctive about this work and how will it make a difference? The 

most important factor that the Cutteslowe Enabling Group (CEG) 

has experienced is a stronger relationship forming between our 

churches and St Andrew’s, Linton Road. We recognise that St 

Andrew’s has invested a great deal of prayer, people, sweat and 

blood in its long-term mission to Cutteslowe. However, our shared 

aspiration is to grow a church in Cutteslowe, for Cutteslowe. St 

Andrew’s have recruited a curate who will lead the team and report 

through CEG. We all have a responsibility to share in this new, 

exciting mission. Cutteslowe Connected (Sunday afternoon worship 

at Cutteslowe Community Association) will continue to be the focus 

of discipleship but we hope to develop strong and deep roots of 

pastoral care into this BMO and this is where our work will 

continue. The PCC’s of St Michael’s, St Peter’s and St Andrew’s 

need to ratify the BMO proposal once it has been authorised by the 

Registrar. We have also been keen to keep Pauline Main and the 

Elders at the URC in the loop with this initiative. Please continue to 

pray for this work as it looks to take an exciting step forward. 
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The Cutteslowe Pavilion Service continues to serve the elderly and 

those who cannot manage to regularly attend church elsewhere. 

This service takes place on the first Sunday of the month and we 

have changed the start time to correspond with the winter and 

summer clock. The service will start at 2.30pm in the winter and 

3.30pm in the summer. We hope this will motivate people to come 

especially in the winter. The team has committed itself to a range of 

services (including the Eucharist on occasion). A helpful band of 

volunteers play the piano, make cakes and serve tea. We need all 

those involved in the Cutteslowe Church Partnership to promote 

the Pavilion Service and also to help recruit volunteers to join the 

team. 
 

Gavin Knight 
 

 

Partnership Lent Course 
 

It was very good to share together across our Partnership churches 
in our 2018 Lent Course, following the three session course by 
Bishop Steven, the Bishop of Oxford, on the Beatitudes. We met in 
three of our different Partnership churches, and all four of our 
Partnership ministers shared in leading the course. 
 

We had some wonderful and encouraging discussions and enjoyed 
very much the chance to get to know each other better across our 
four congregations and to learn and pray together.  Our thanks to all 
who helped and all who came and shared in the course. 
 

Charles Draper 
 
 

Open Fellowship Group 
 

The Open Fellowship Group, chaired by Tony Lemon, has continued 

to meet fortnightly on Monday afternoons with breaks for 
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Christmas, Easter and the summer. There is a nucleus of regular 

members but it is always good to welcome others who have been 

attracted by a particular topic or speaker. 
 

Our first meeting in the autumn was in memory of Paul Rimmer, 

who was our first convener. There were contributions from Joan, 

who reminisced about their long life together; David Michaels, who 

was our vicar when the group started in 2004; and David Cranston, 

a friend from Old Marston. We have had talks on a wide range of 

topics including the Oxford Movement, Science and Religion, Global 

Warming, Sunday Explorers, and Charles Draper reflecting on the 

week he and Jane spent at the European Parkinson Therapy Centre 

in Italy. A lively discussion always follows, continuing over tea and 

cake. The last meeting of each series is a “Bring and Share” lunch 

and most people bring a poem or reading to share afterwards.  
 

If a particular topic strikes you as being interesting, do come and join 

us.   
 

Margaret Williams, Tony Lemon 

 

 

Traidcraft 
 

Traidcraft was threatened with closure in 2018, but will be re-

launched in 2019 and will focus more deliberately on its established 

partners and fair-traders, who are predominately established in 

Christian Churches.  
 

Thank you for supporting fair trade in our church Partnership; this is 

guaranteeing fair prices for Traidcraft producers around the world.  
 

David & Susan Smith 
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St Peter’s Fairtrade Stall 
 

Phillipa Hardman and I continue to take it in turns to run the stall on 

the third Sunday of the month at coffee after the 10am service in 

church (except in August). 
 

A group of us continue to provide a stall on the fourth Sunday at the 

market at the White hart Wolvercote. This little market continues, 

against some expectations, run by the goodwill of volunteers as a 

support to the community pub. There is a congenial atmosphere, 

with the serving of coffee and cooked breakfasts. We don't pay rent 

for our stall but the organizer wants us to continue, so we do for 

the time being.  
 

The threatened demise of Traidcraft in December was a concern, 

especially for the faritrade@st.michaels's shop from which we still 

collect goods on a sale and return basis every month. A good third 

of the shop's goods come from Traidcraft. But in fact Traidcraft is 

now continuing, in a reduced form which has not yet been finalized. 

Most craft items and Geobars have gone for good but cookies are 

going to make a comeback (see the Traidcraft website for more 

information). 
 

Lorna Logan 
 

 

Christian Aid  
 

1. Christian Aid Week 

In 2018 Christian Aid Week House to House collections in 

Summertown and Wolvercote raised £4,968. Over the city as a 

whole House to House collections raised nearly £24,000 – making it 

a significant part of the total raised in the city of £35,274. Special 

thanks are due to our Church Representatives, Julia Goddard (St 

Peter’s), who organized collections in Wolvercote, and Helen Dodd 

and Nigel Hamilton, (St Michael’s), who organized collections in 

Summertown. Julia has held this role for 6 years and has now 
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stepped down so St Peter’s are looking for someone else to take 

over.  
 

2. Christian Aid Community Partnership Project 

Under the aegis of the Partnership Enabling Group, a project was 

initiated in 2018 to raise £5000 in support of Christian Aid’s work in 

Lebanon and Iraq. The aim is for inclusive development for refugees, 

internally displaced people and host communities seriously affected 

by the crisis in the Middle East. This is a particularly fruitful way of 

supporting Christian Aid as our contributions, raised by individual 

personal donations, are increased in the ratio 6:1 by Bread for the 

World, an agency of the German Protestant churches. 
 

A Christian Aid Partner, Zeina Zakar, from the Lebanon, visited the 

UK in December and spoke very well at a meeting in St Peter’s 

Parish Room over tea on Advent Sunday. Some of those attending 

were new to the project and several of them have since signed up. 

We currently have 19 members from our Partnership Churches 

signed up and there are several more who have indicated they will 

do so.  
 

The current financial position is that a total of £4,150 has been 

pledged and of this £2,790 has already been received by Christian 

Aid, so we are well on the way to our £5,000 target. 
 

If you are interested in supporting the project, please let me know. 
 

John Harding 
 

 

Partnership Link with St Chad’s Parish, Taung,  

NW Province, South Africa 
 

In May/June 2018 the Partnership hosted Fr Tsabeng for a three 

week visit. On his arrival, he was welcomed by members of our 

churches at a small reception in the Threshold at St Michael’s. 

During Fr Tsabeng's stay, he preached at each of the Partnership 

churches, attended meetings and lunch clubs. Fr Tsabeng was also 
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hosted by members of our churches for days out, meals, the Oxford 

Tour, concerts and shopping, to mention just a few activities.  
 

Emails continue to be exchanged with Tlotlo and Tumelo Smous 

with prayer requests and news. Fr Tsabeng is also in regular touch, 

with news of St Chad's and prayer requests: “I am watching my best 

team in the world Manchester United football club. I hope we are 

going to win Liverpool this afternoon. Thank for your prayers, our 

vestry went on very well. On my report I have mention about 

people coming over to UK. We have new Wardens and also new 

parish council members. We are very thankful, at least we can start 

to focus on some other things. God being our helper. Greetings to 

every. One from the parish, and from my self and my wife Conny 

and the children. Fr Tsabeng”. 
 

Fr Tsabeng has mentioned a visit in July 2020; this will be to attend a 

joint four-day Kimberley & Kuruman / Oxford Diocesan Summit. 

We hope to welcome two members from St Chad's who will attend 

the summit and who will then join others travelling with 

them. There will be more information on this as plans develop. If 

you would be interested in joining the link group, which meets 3-4 

times a year, please get in touch.  

 

Accounts for 2018 

 

Balance brought forward     £827.54 

 

Income:  Taung Evening, Donations, Coffee Café cake sale £208.00 

Expenses: Father Tsabeng’s visit    £542.96 

  Postage         £5.56 

 

Balance in hand      £487.02 

 

Beryl Knotts (URC), Rosemary Williams and Margaret Broadbent (St 

Peter's), Gill Harper and Jill Galloway (Wolvercote Baptist Church), Sue 

Smith (St Michael's) 
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Coffee Café   
 

Because of the impending building work originally forecast to be 

carried out on the improved URC frontage between May-September 

2018, we moved the Coffee Café to St Michael’s new Threshold last 

summer, and are very grateful to St Michael’s for making this 

possible and helpfully supporting the work so well throughout the 

season. It all worked well and everyone enjoyed the new ambience 

and facilities; and the charity cake stallholders valued it all too. But 

the lesser ‘footfall’ there (as compared to the URC position on the 

Banbury Road) was reflected in the slightly reduced takings by some 

stallholders and the overall café proceeds, compared to previous 

years. Nevertheless, Sunnymead Minnows children’s work were 

pleased to receive our donation of £400.  
 

We look forward to having the coffee café back on our URC 

frontage this summer and trust that the good folk of our Partnership 

churches will be willing to volunteer to help on some Saturday 

mornings. We are most grateful to Caroline Harding for kindly 

offering to organize the Helper Rota this year. 
 

Beryl Knotts 
 

 

Church Partnership Office 
 

We continue to do the printing and photocopying for the 

Partnership churches in the office on Thursday mornings (except for 

August, and the week following Christmas and Easter), and can be 

contacted by telephone – 01865 236094 – or by email – 

officeatstpeters@gmail.com. As ever, my gratitude to Jenny Gerrard 

and Sue Smith cannot be overstated, for their invaluable help each 

week, for taking care of printing in my absence, and not least for 

their wonderful company and conversation. The work we do in the 

office really wouldn’t be possible without them. Thanks also to 

everyone else who helps periodically, especially Caroline Pepys for 
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her invaluable help when we faced technical difficulties during the 

busy pre-Christmas period.  
 

Julia Goddard, Administrator, Partnership Office 
 

 

Communications in the Church Partnership 
 

1. Church-Partnership Calendar 

The calendar aims to list all major events in the Church Partnership 

and appears four times a year as a supplement to The Quarterly. 
  

2. Partnership Link (formerly Teamsheet) 

Now in its 40th year of publication, our thanks go to Jenny Gerrard, 

the current editor, who continues to keep us all in touch with 

activities and events of general interest to our four congregations. 

Our thanks also go to the team in the Partnership Office who print 

it, and other Partnership papers, each week, in particular to Julia 

Goddard who leads this team. 
 

3. The Quarterly 

The Quarterly enters its 18th year of publication with the March 2019 

edition. We are very grateful to all those who submit or suggest 

material for publication – on them the quality and interest of each 

issue depends. The editors, Ann Stedman, Michael Daniell and John 

Harding, wish to encourage the submission of original articles and 

responses to those published previously. 
 

4. Church Partnership Website 

The Partnership website (http://www.summertown-

wolvercotechurchpartnership.org/) highlights joint activities and 

events involving all, or most, of our four congregations, as well as 

hosting information about Wolvercote Baptist Church. Links take 

readers to the websites of St Peter’s, the URC and St Michael’s.  
 

The platform on which the Partnership website is based is now 

more than 10 years old. It has become unstable, hard to edit, and 

security problems are arising. Thanks to Val Tate (St Peter’s 

http://www.summertown-wolvercotechurchpartnership.org/
http://www.summertown-wolvercotechurchpartnership.org/
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webmaster) who has agreed to update the Partnership website, 

moving it to a new Squarespace template on which both websites 

will be based. 
 

John Harding 
 

 

Churches Together in North Oxford 
 

Churches Together in North Oxford (CTNO) is the ecumenical 

forum for the local churches. It arranges occasional united worship, 

and promotes the exchange of information and witness. Its 

committee meets regularly during the year.  
 

The major event, the open-air Good Friday Service, was again held 

in the Summertown shopping precinct, with about 100 attending and 

stopping to listen. This year the service was led by the Oxford 

Centre for Mission Studies (OCMS), and the preacher was Professor 

David Cranston, University of Oxford, and OCMS Trustee. The 

service began with a procession from the URC, led by the Cross 

with banners representing the local churches. Hot cross buns were 

distributed and gratefully received. 
 

Along with many Oxford churches, CTNO takes a keen interest in 

issues surrounding homelessness, and continues to support North 

Oxford Action Against Homelessness (NOAAH), and other 

initiatives. On Sunday 27 January there was a afternoon service at 

Wolvercote Baptist Church at which the preacher was Revd 

Andrew Bunch, Vicar of St Giles Church, which sponsors the 

Gatehouse homelessness café. This was followed by a reception at 

which the work of the Gatehouse and NOAAH was presented. 
 

Andrew Anderson, Chairman of CTNO 
 

 

 

 



13 
 

FairPlay 
 

FairPlay’s Climate Justice awareness campaign was nominated at a 

meeting of the FairPlay network groups in early 2018. Planning began 

in the Spring, with Christian Aid, Global Justice Now, Low Carbon 

Oxford North and the diocesan advisor for world development. The 

programme was drawn up, a Climate Justice newspaper compiled 

and a logo designed. 
 

The campaign was launched at The Cherwell School at the end of 

June with a public talk from Paul Valentin, International Director of 

Christian Aid. Further campaign talks concerned fossil fuels and the 

banks, Fairtrade and smart technology. Music events included a 

performance of Haydn’s Creation, two dance groups with themed 

choreography on climate, and a family choir concert. We held a 

book exhibition at the library, sang carols around the Summertown 

Christmas tree, and distributed a climate justice poster for display in 

windows during the International Climate Conference. The final 

event in January brought in a large public gathering at the Ferry 

Leisure Centre to listen to MP Layla Moran`s stand-in (unfortunately 

Layla had to withdraw a few days before) and climate expert, 

Professor Myles Allen.  
 

Our aim has been to raise awareness in different age groups and 

areas of the community. Venues included schools, churches, the 

sports centre, community centres, the Turrill Sculpture Gardens and 

the library; banners were displayed in the Woodstock and Banbury 

Roads. We gave out over 4000 copies of the newspaper through 

doors, at the Sunday market and at events. We hope that some of 

our ideas can be usefully ‘cloned’ by others for their own campaigns. 
 

Our grateful thanks go to all contributors to the programme and to 

those who donated, and for grants from the Midland Co-operative, 

Low Carbon Oxford North, the Bishop of Oxford’s Outreach Fund 

and the North Oxford Partnership of Churches. 
 

Michael Taylor, Helen Dodd 
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Messy Church 
 

Messy Church is a relaxed and informal way to explore the Bible and 

God's love through stories, parables or Bible texts. Messy Church 

meets from 3.30pm to 5.30pm on the second Sunday of the month 

in the Wolvercote Baptist Church Hall. This is an all-age worship 

service comprising arts and crafts, games and activities followed by a 

short celebration featuring stories and songs. Our time together 

finishes with a shared meal. We have recently introduced a prayer 

space for contemplation and quiet reflection on the theme of the 

day. This provides an oasis of peace in an otherwise hectic week. 
 

For further information about our Messy Church programme, please 

contact me at dawndvdsn@gmail.com. 
 

Dawn Davidson 

  

mailto:dawndvdsn@gmail.com
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