
A SOUTH AFRICAN EVENING 
 
This evening was arranged in order to give us the opportunity to 
find out more about our link parish, Taung, in the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman in South Africa.  Sue Smith, Megan 
Warner, Margaret Broadbent and Beryl Knotts shared their 
experiences of their recent visits to Taung, and there was also a 
large display of photographs and of local artefacts.  
 
This was a most enjoyable occasion.  We were greeted, on a 
cold January night, to a warm and welcoming hall, with candles 
and temptingly-decorated tables, and we started with a drink and 
the chance to mingle.  There was a quiz about Taung, which we 
completed by a mixture of digging into our memories, looking 
at the photographs and information on display and swapping 
snippets of information with our friends.  Luckily the spirit of 
competition seemed completely absent and there was a friendly 
air of cooperation!  We then sat down to a most delicious hot 
meal.  
 
The meal was followed by a presentation of text, slides and 
video clips produced by Megan with commentary from Sue and 
Beryl.   This was very interesting, and provided a real insight 
into the terrain, architecture and life of Taung, and showed Fr. 
Frensch and other friends who have visited us in their own 
surroundings.   We also saw pictures and clips of Anthony Gann 
in Mafikeng, where he has been acting as locum Parish Priest 
during this last year.  Most memorable of all were the shots of 
the Diocesan Festival at which all the Parishes of the Diocese 
present their financial offerings for the year.  This is presumably 
the equivalent of the parishes paying their annual Parish Share.  
Nothing could be further from the Oxford experience, where we 
struggle in the DCCs with financial reports and budgets and 
manage to persuade ourselves that we can, just, manage to pay 
what is required of us – though somewhat grudgingly.  The 
Kimberley and Kuruman looked (and sounded!) very different. 
Representatives of each parish danced up the packed hall, 



singing and swaying and waving their gifts with real and evident 
joy at their ability to give.  It seemed a very moving occasion, 
and I almost wished I had been there – until, that is, we were 
told that it went on for nearly five hours!!  What I still do wish, 
however, is that we had the feeling of joyous generosity in 
giving which was so evidently a part of the whole thing. 
 
In summary, this was a most enjoyable evening of fellowship 
and food, and it was also a wonderful opportunity to feel closer 
to our link parish, and to learn a little more about its people and 
its life.  THANK YOU to all those responsible! 
 

Caroline Harding 
 
 


