
Impressions of Taung in the Kimberley & Kuruman Diocese, South Africa 
 
Taung is a small town situated in the North West Province of South Africa in the Bophirima 

district of the North West province. The Bophuthatswana Territorial Authority was created in 1961 
and, in June 1972, declared a self-governing state.  Bophuthatswana's capital city was Mmabatho 
and 99% of its population was Tswana speaking.  It's President, Lucas Mangope, launched a 
campaign to build top-class facilities, including hospitals, schools and sports stadia.  The homelands, 
established by the Apartheid government, were areas to which much of the Blacks population was 
moved to prevent them from living in the urban areas of South Africa. 
 

Segregation was defined as the imposed separation of groups.  Blacks were given homelands 
- called Bantustans - which meant that whatever their culture, they had to go to the given 
homeland.  The South African government declared Bophuthatswana “independent” in 1977 
making it independent from South Africa.  This was a strategy to push all Blacks out and have them 
isolated from South Africa. It meant that Blacks would have to support themselves in these areas. 
 

The local homeland economies were not developed. Bantustans relied almost entirely on 
White South Africa’s economy. Farming was not very viable largely because of the poor agricultural 
land. In addition, Blacks owned only thirteen percent of South Africa’s land. These farmlands were 
in poor condition due to soil erosion and over grazing. As a result, millions of Blacks had to leave the 
Bantustans daily and work in the mines, for white farmers and other industries in the cities. The 
homelands served as labour reservoirs, housing the unemployed and releasing them when their 
labour was needed in White South Africa. The Bantustans 
ceased to exist on 27 April 1994 and were re-incorporated into 
the new nine provinces of a democratic South Africa.  
  

Taung means place of the lion and was named after Tau, 
the chief of the Tswana-speaking Legoya or BaTaung tribe. Tau 
is the Tswana word for lion.  With a population of 18,289, Taung 
has old and new shopping malls.    
 

The Taung World Heritage Site is a major attraction 
along the North West’s Taung Heritage Route. It was here that 
the 2.5 million years-old fossilised skull of a hominid child, 
encased in limestone in the Buxton quarry, was found in 1924.  

 
A monument has been erected to mark the location and 

there are numerous natural attractions, including the limestone 
waterfall and the Blue Pools in a lush valley. The miners who 
came to work at the quarry were from different tribes and 
languages and there were often violent conflicts between the 
groups.  About 4km from the town the Taung Dam is also a 
popular picnic spot for local citizens, widely used for fishing 
competitions.  Other places to visit are the three-star Taung 
Hotel on the N18 and the Mmabana Cultural Centre. The latter 
is a popular tourist attraction showcasing the arts, crafts and 
cultures of the communities and towns in its immediate vicinity, 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/tswana
https://www.sahistory.org.za/people/lucas-mangope


and the province at large.  It is a non-profit organisation that uplifts and develops the local 
communities. 

St Chad’s first rectory was about 2km from 
where the church stands stands today. Services were 
held under the shade of a tree in the grounds of the 
rectory until St Chad’s and the new rectory were built in 
the 1960’s.  The first rectory was later converted to 
provide residential facilities for a Peer Education Centre. 

The church and rectory are bordered on two 
sides by a cemetery, and unmade roads.  The first priest 
at St Chad's, Fr 
Letebele, is 

buried within the church grounds. Fr Mandla Kubeka was 
installed as priest in February 2020. In addition to St Chad's, 
the priest has six chapelries to care for, Khudutlu being the 
farthest at about 40km from St Chad's.     
 

The London Missionary Society ran a district mission 
in Taung from 1880 to 1885 and, in 1885, sent the Salvation 
Army to Taung for an Evangelistic Campaign. The Anglican 
Church must have extended into the Taung Chiefdom at an 
early stage because St Mary's Church in Matalong Taung 
already existed in 1904.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

This report was written by Sue Smith at the request of Nick Molony, Diocese of Oxford link co-
ordinator. It has been circulated to other parish links in our diocese. It has been edited by Val Tate 
Nov 2020. 

 
 


